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Frye Island Annual Report--1997

1997 marked a year of historical importance to the development of the Island. In October the Island
held a Referendum to vote for the secession of the Island from the Town of Standish. 35 Frye Island
residents voted 35 to 0 in favor of secession. The Island will become the newest Town in Maine on
July 1, 1998.

To prepare for the new Town money was budgeted in the MSC 1998 Budget for celebration
expenses and for the cost associated with the set up of the new Town. A three day celebration was
scheduled for the Fourth of July Weekend. A commemorative rock and plaque were to be placed
at the Island ferry landing to mark the founding of the new Town.

The Town of Frye Island held its first Town Meeting in February. Joe Potts, Oleg Svetlichny, Bob
Fogg, David Lowe and Greg Tedford were elected Selectmen Kathy Potts was elected Town Clerk.
Conrad Theberge was appointed as Deputy Clerk and Registrar of Voters. Jerry Daigle was
appointed Town Code Enforcement Officer and Tax Assessor. The Town adopted the current Town
of Standish Zoning and Ordinances. The first Selectman’s meeting was held in March.

In May of 1997 the docks for the Marina were installed and the Marina operated in its first year.
Landscaping and bathrooms were constructed and installed in September, A three year contract for
putting and taking the docks in and out was signed with Frank Gerrish of Naples.

Other firsts for the Island were the establishment of the Frye Island Garden Club and Book Club.
The first project of the Garden club was to build a rock garden at the entrance to the Community
Center. A flower garden at the ferry landing was also upgraded.

The ice storm of 1998 hit the Istand hard, CMP was ferried to the Island in mid-March to start line
clearance and maintenance. Chipping on the Tsland extended into June. Fortunately the Island
received FEMA money for the chipping.

The final phases to the upgrade of the Island water system included setting a new water intake line
out into deeper water, installing new pumps for the water system and the Golf Course irrigation
system. The Golf course also went ahead with installation of a new automatic irrigation system.

The Golf Course continued with improvements;, work was begun on leveling several tees, and
budget numbers for an automatic sprinkling system were gathered.

The Island looks forward to incorporating the Town of Frye Island on July 1, 1998 and continuing
with the capital improvement program through 1998,
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